


18

AKSU Journal of Administration and Corporate Governance (AKSUJACOG) Volume 1 Number 2, August, 2021



19

AKSU Journal of Administration and Corporate Governance (AKSUJACOG) Volume 1 Number 2, August, 2021



20

AKSU Journal of Administration and Corporate Governance (AKSUJACOG) Volume 1 Number 2, August, 2021



21

AKSU Journal of Administration and Corporate Governance (AKSUJACOG) Volume 1 Number 2, August, 2021



22

AKSU Journal of Administration and Corporate Governance (AKSUJACOG) Volume 1 Number 2, August, 2021



23

AKSU Journal of Administration and Corporate Governance (AKSUJACOG) Volume 1 Number 2, August, 2021



Response Category  Yes  No  Total  

Male 100  85  185  

Female 110  45  155  

Total  210  130  340  

 Source: Field work by authors
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As indicated in Table 1, majority of the respondents, 210 believe that both civil and criminal 
conflicts among the Ibibios are resolved through mbiam/oath taking mechanism. When the 
above was subjected to a chi square test, the following results were obtained: 

Row total X column total 
       Grant total (N) 
 
Cell A = 185 x 210  =  114.3 
                     340 
  
Cell B = 185 x 130  =  70.3 
                     340 
  
Cell C = 155 x 210  =  95.7 
                     340 
 
Cell D = 155 x 130  = 59 
                     340 

Cell Fo Fe fo-fe (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe)2 

     Fe
 

A 100 114.3 14.3 20.49 1.79 

B 85 70.7 14.3 20.49 2.89 

C 110 95.7 14.3 20.49 2.14 

D 45 59.3 14.3 30.49 3.34 

     
? ÷2=10.27

 

 

Table 2Chi Square ÷2 value table

Source: Field work by authors 
 

The degree of freedom (df) 

df = (c-1) (r - 1) 

(2 – 1) (2 - 1) 

= 1 x 1 = 1 

df = 1 

The level of significance = 0.05
Going by the results of the test in Table 2, the calculated ÷2 = 10.27 while the critical table value is 
equal to 4.48.

Decision: Since the calculated table value of 10.27 is greater than the table value of 3.48 at 0.05 
levels of significance and 1 degree of freedom, the null hypothesis is upheld while the alternate 
hypothesis is rejected. This implies that both civil and criminal conflicts among the Ibibios are 
resolved through the traditional mbiam/oath taking mechanism.
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Discussion 
The subsisting hypothesis which was upheld to the extent that both civil and criminal conflicts 
among the Ibibios are resolved through the traditional mbiam/oath taking mechanism agrees with 
the position of Olusanya (1989) that there is no distinction between civil and criminal law as there 
is in complex societies. Also, Fadipe (1970) had observed that the classes of cases which came up 
for court decision (at the traditional level, were not only divided into these categories (civil and 
criminal) but their descriptions were also substantially similar to those of the Western countries. 

Recently, an Ifa Priest, Chief Fashola Faniyi even advocated the swearing in of public officers 
through the traditional oath in the mold of mbiam. He insisted that as long as governments at all 
levels refuse to recognize traditional religion alongside Christianity and islam, true change would 
be difficult to achieve in the country and that since politicians know the implications of searing 
with traditional gods (because it will result in instant punishment when they renege on their 
promises) they are bound to keep to spirit and letters of such promises and pledges, a situation that 
could begin to set our society on the part of real development (Agency Report, 2018).

These assertions are not far from the realities and practices of modern day society where Mbiam 
has been known to be effectively utilized in the resolving complex cases of criminal content like 
murder which normally take many years as well as attract enormous cost in investigations and 
prosecution. It is on record that some of such cases are usually handed over to the police and other 
formal institutions of justice, after suspects may have been confirmed as culprits by mbiam and 
confessional statements obtained from them (in the cause of mbiam judicial process) before being 
handed over to security agencies as suspects.  

Conclusion
Based on the findings of this study, it was concluded that Mbiam as an instrument of traditional 
adjudication is very much with us, seriously patronized by the Ibibio people of Akwa Ibom State, 
for the settlement of both civil conflicts and criminal offences and that one of the reasons for the 
wide acceptance of mbiam as a method of conflict resolution is due to the believe that the 
juju/magic contents of Mbiam makes it more effective as a means of conflict resolution, not just 
because of the fear of dire consequences, but also because it is a cheaper and faster means of 
conflict resolution. 

Recommendations
Following the conclusions reached at the end of this research, the following recommendations are 
made:

1. Instead of pretending that it does not exist, government should study the practice of 
mbiam as a traditional method of conflict resolution and seek ways of refining it to suit 
modern day realities.

2. Since one of the reasons people patronize mbiam as a method of dispute resolution is 
because it is faster and cheaper to obtain justice from it, government should reform the 
formal judicial processes for the sake of fast administration of justice. By so doing, 
people would have more faith in the formal system of adjudication instead of the 
practice of magic.

 
3.  Some aspects of mbiam should be incorporated into the guiding laws and 

administrative procedures like its adoption for the swearing-in of public officers. This 
could help curb the menace of corruption, mismanagement and bad governance.  
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